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These Virtual Stories are the Real Deal

ST. LUCIE WEST - Despite some hefty obstacles thrown up by Mother Nature,
the Forever Family program continues to highlight the lives and stories of local
children looking for adoptive homes.

And it's doing a pretty good job of it.

The program, which leverages the power of local media to help find adoptive
homes for children, pivoted from on-site video shoots to Zoom-based
interviewing last spring after the Coronavirus pandemic took hold.

Since then, the adoption dreams of 11 Treasure Coast and Okeechobee
children have been featured locally on_CBS Channel 12 News and in the Miami
and Fort Lauderdale markets on NBC 6 South Florida.

More than 80 people have inquired about adopting them. Most of those who
inquire are just beginning the adoption process. But many already are


https://cbs12.com/features/forever-family
https://www.nbcmiami.com/tag/forever-family/

screened, have received and passed a home study and are ready to move
forward.

"COVID-19 has impacted so much of our community, and for children in foster
care, it's one more trauma in their lives," said Christina Kaiser, community
relations director for Communities Connected for Kids, the organization that
oversees the child-welfare system in Indian River, Martin, Okeechobee and St.
Lucie counties.

"Children still need homes," she said. "So we were very happy when Forever
Family and News Channel 12 decided to carry on virtually."

The program also has featured several stories about foster care, foster parents
and the special needs of some adoptive families.

Most recently, Forever Family produced a segment about the local Keen
Family, who are in the process of adopting a young boy with special needs.

News Channel 12 aired the segment, and Forever Family set up a fundraiser to
help pay for a wheelchair-accessible van for the St. Lucie County family of
seven.

"Unfortunately, the van we got when we started fostering can't fit a wheelchair
and five children," said Savanah Keen, who, with husband Michael, has four
other children, including a teenager adopted from the foster-care system.

So far, the program has raised more than $4,000 for the family.

Gia Tutalo-Mote, program founder, said 100 percent of all proceeds will go to
the family. Those interested in learning more about the Keens and the
fundraiser set up for them, can visit ForeverFamily.org.

And tune in every Tuesday at 5 p.m. for the latest Forever Family segment.

Interested in learning more about adoption? Click here to learn more, or email
your inquiries to tcadoptions@ chsfl.org.

Protect Yourself
from Mosquitoes

In this month's In the Clinic

Mosquitoes can spread a number of viruses,
from Dengue and Chikungunya to West Nile
and Zika. West Nile Virus has been reported
in 29 states, and there have been 26
infections reported in Florida so far this year. Symptoms common to all these
viruses include high fever, headache, neck stiffness and Joint pain. Help



https://www.foreverfamily.org/
https://www.foreverfamily.org/
https://www.chsfl.org/services/adoption/
mailto:tcadoptions@chsfl.org

prevent the spread of these viruses by following these common-sense safety
measures:

Remove standing water so mosquitoes cannot lay their eggs
Cover open vent or plumbing pipes

Empty and scrub any items that hold water on a weekly basis
Install or repair window screens

Wear clothing that covers your arms and legs

Cover strollers and baby carriers with mosquito netting

Use insect repellent

For more information on protection from mosquito-borne illnesses and
approved insect repellents, visit the CDC website.

Lisa McBride has been a nurse for more than 30 years with experience in many
different fields, including neonatal intensive care, surgical intensive care, renal
transplant, operating room, Hospice, school health, wound care, travelling
nursing and management.

COVID-19 Update

St. Lucie West — CCKids will continue to work remotely beyond the summer,
taking a cautious approach to returning employees full time to its offices and
service centers.

"We will stay the course, as the Department of Children and Families still is,
until we have a better sense of what's going on, especially with the reopening
of schools and some children returning to quarantine," said Chief Executive
Officer Carol Deloach.

Since March, staff have been working from home and ensuring the safety,
permanency and well-being of children through virtual technology.

Case mangers have maintained visits with children, keeping a healthy distance
when in-person visits are necessary, and adoptions and other court work have
proceeded through Zoom calls.



http://www.cdc.gov/dengue/resources/factsheets/FS_MosqBitesUS-508.pdf

Tropicana is a longtime partner of Community Connected for Kids, collecting
school supplies during the summer and toys during the Christmas season. Here,
Tropicana employees present 25 backpacks full of grade-appropriate supplies,
including scientific calculators for students in high school.




