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Keeping us connected in this temporarily remote world
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1he total number of children in care fell
ahout 3%, possibly a result of fewer abuse
reports caused by school closures.

190 children were adopted in 2020. That's
14% more than the previous vear.

28% fewer children were removed from home.

~ 4

5% more children lived with relatives.

21% less children lived in shellers & group homes.




Communities Connected for Kids' fiscal year begins July 1 and ends June 30. Every year,
we publish a State of Our Children report, which reveals the most significant
achievements and challenges for the previous 12 months.

Panel invites community to ask questions,
consider foster care and adoption

ST. LUCIE WEST - Foster and adoptive parents in Okeechobee and the Treasure
Coast invite the community to a special panel discussion at 7 p.m., August 18.

The discussion, billed as a no-pressure opportunity to ask questions about
foster care and adoption, will take place via Zoom and Facebook Live.

"This event is designed for the person who has thought about foster care or
adoption but maybe isn't ready to attend an orientation or register for a class,"
said Christina Kaiser, CCKids community relations director.

There are two ways to participate, Kaiser said.

"You can sign up to be part of the Zoom audience, or you can watch from our
live feed on Facebook," she said. "If you choose to join our Zoom audience,
we'll send you an invitation with the link the day before the event."

Want to join our live studio (Zoom) audience? Click the link to register with
your email address.

In the Clinic with Nurse Lisa ]CC

August is Immunization Month .

Happy National Immunization Awareness 1
Month! As we continue to weather the

effects of Covid-19 in our lives, we must not
forget how important it is to maintain the
immunization status not only of our

children, but of ourselves.

This year, more than ever, it is vital that you make those appointments for any
overdue or upcoming shots. Don't let COVID-19 worries keep you away from
the doctor's office. Instead, ask your child's provider what their office policies
and practices are regarding protection from the spread of illness.



And don’t forget about flu shots for this year! We need to make sure our
immune systems are in top shape. In addition to eating and sleeping well,
having the necessary shots to protect us from preventable disease is crucial
this year.

Click here for the CDC vaccine schedule. Finally, mask your face in public and in
close, indoor spaces, and wash your hands frequently. Stay safe, everyone!

Kandace Brooks, Doreen Hernandez are the
most recent GEM recipients

St. Lucie West — Communities Connected for Kids
congratulates Kandace Brooks and Doreen
Hernandez for winning the fourth quarter Going
the Extra Mile — or GEM — Award for excellence in
serving children and families in Okeechobee and
the Treasure Coast.

Hernandez, a case-management support worker in
St. Lucie County, received the award in the
Emerald Division, which covers case-management
staff.

Doreen is known around the agency for her talkative nature and her
welcoming heart, said Chyna Degginger, a case manager supervisor who
nominated Hernandez for the award.

"She uses these gifts to connect with those in our system who often have the
worst reputation: Teenagers." Degginger said. "Recently, Doreen has been
assisting with the transportation of a teen in care who has had frequent
placement disruptions.

"No matter what day or time, she immediately volunteers to help this child."

Teens respond well to her, she said. They talk to her about life aspirations,
short-term goals and ways they can improve their lives.

"Doreen has successfully created a sense of stability for a youth who has lived
a life that is anything but stable."



Brooks, a behavioral health specialist in
CCKids' clinical department, received
the award in the Ruby Division, which
recognizes the work of administrative
and program staff.

"Kandace is looked at by community
providers as very responsive, a team
player and a resource," said Melanie
Kranker, Brooks' supervisor.

For example, Brooks was asked recently if she could immediately organize a
team of providers and specialists for a child who was at risk of losing a
placement.

She was able to connect to community partners and offer services as well as
open her schedule to accommodate the request, which ultimately led to
greater stability for the child, Kranker said.

"With each case she touches she ensures she does all she can to reach a
resolution," she said.

CCKids' Board of Directors recognized Hernandez and Brooks on a Zoom call
during its July Board meeting. Each received $100 and a plaque.

Community Volunteer Opportunities

y ""’_’“‘“"“’”"“‘""“"“’_’” If you missed Stuff the Bus, there is still plenty

B2
Schssl Supply Drive

Y ey . . . .
_ : ! I@@ The United Way of St. Lucie County is looking

of time to get on board.

for volunteers to help sort and distribute the
.f s o™ school supplies collected during this month's
~ *  virtual school-supplies drive.

Communities Connected for Kids is a longtime
partner in the drive and receives 300 backpacks full of supplies for children in
the dependency system. Click the bus picture above for more information and
to register for a shift. We'll see you there!
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