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An Update from CCKids on COVID-19

Change and transition continue to define the work we do at Communities
Connected for Kids. Our offices and service centers have been dark and closed to
the public for a month, but that doesn't mean our work has in any way slowed.

Technology Allows the Work to Continue

We continue to work closely with the Department of Children and Families and the
courts, which have released directives that allow us to use Telehealth, video
conferencing and other online communications to maintain safe distances while
monitoring the safety of children in care. This technology also is being used to staff
cases for permanency and may eventually lead to virtual adoptions in our
community.

Court Work is Handled Remotely

And although court procedures vary from county to county, each is operating
remotely in varying degrees. Likewise, case managers continue to visit children
monthly, but electronically, and safety procedures are in place for high-risk families
who must be seen in person.

Abuse Calls are Down

Most significant today is the fact that calls to the state's abuse registry have
decreased significantly - something we expected would happen when schools and
day-care centers closed and teachers could no longer see their students in person.

Make no mistake: Child abuse has not stopped. It is essential that everyone in our
community remain alert for the sights and sounds of child abuse. If you hear or see
something that makes you think a child is being hurt, you must report it to 1-800-96-
ABUSE. It's the law.

We Can All Help Prevent Child Abuse

Community prevention measures have never been more important. Stress is high
for everyone right now, and perhaps more so for parents trying to juggle work from
home and care for young children without a break.

Reach out to the people you know and ask them if they need help. Maybe you can
help someone's child with homework or schedule a Zoom coffee with a single
parent who might be struggling.

CCKids Prevention Activity Goes Remote

At CCKids, we've also adapted our prevention measures to the virtual world. We are
reaching our community via live events on Facebook, and scheduling informational
sessions and open houses by Zoom. Soon, we will begin to engage prospective
foster parents this way, too.

Here are a few other ways you can help us spread the message of prevention:



o Take the MANicure Challenge. Paint one fingernail blue (or any color you
have) to represent the one in five children who experience abuse. Take a
picture, post it to Facebook and tag five friends, challenging them to do the
same. This is how we spread the message, not the disease.

e Schedule a private MANicure. Get your team together on a private Zoom
call to learn more about what your company, school or social group can do to
prevent child abuse. We'll lead you through the call and show you how to get
more people to take the MANicure challenge.

e Report the signs of child abuse. Call 1-800-96-ABUSE. Calls to the hotline
are anonymous and are relayed back to the community where the call
originated. A child protective investigator will investigate the report and
determine the next steps.

o Become a foster parent. Our existing foster parents are doing the best they
can during this trying time, but children continue to come into care and need
homes. If you have thought about being a foster parent but concerns about
COVID-19 have kept you from moving forward, we ask you to reconsider. We
are working on plans to safely quarantine children who come into care during
the state of emergency, and we really do need you more than ever.

e Make masks for us. If you are making masks for our local health-care
heroes, consider making a few for social-work professionals and foster
parents, too. Although much of our services have gone virtual, there are still
times when case managers must visit a home in person.

e Donate space. If you manage or own a hotel and you are offering rooms to
health-care professionals and first responders, consider extending that offer
to front-line social work professionals.

e Donate diapers. It's not easy - or safe - for a foster parent with multiple
children to visit store after store looking for toiletries and diapers. If you can
help, call us and we'll tell you where to ship purchases made online.

If you can help with any of the above, please email Christina Kaiser. And remember,
we are all mandated reporters and must stay vigilant against child abuse.
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